
Many Americans, it seems, are so 
easily manipulated emotionally and 
politically, that it frightens the rest of 
us — and people in other coun-
tries — who know better.  

Americans are also largely 
untraveled. If I recall correctly, 
Pres. George W. Bush had nev-
er been to Europe before he 
was elected president. Even 
today, only a third of Ameri-
cans have a valid passport and 
only 38% have ever had a pass-
port, even though a passport is now 
required to visit Canada and Mexico. 

My family is quite the opposite. My 
sister Janet married a Swede whom she 
met in Turkey on vacation from her job 
chartering boats in Greece. This De-
cember she will celebrate her 50th 
wedding anniversary in Sweden where 
she and Staffan have retired. I attended 
their wedding in Stockholm’s “old 
city” in 1971 and have visited them 
twice since. I have also visited the oth-
er Scandinavian countries except for 
Norway, all of which happily thrive 
under “democratic socialism.”   

A few months back, I described how 
Janet’s husband Staffan had a major 

surgery which involved a lengthy hos-
pital stay and the flying in from Atlanta 
of a famous heart surgeon. The cost of 

that operation and hospital stay 
was under $100, thanks to Swe-
den’s socialized medicine. 
    I was reminded of that story 
on Monday, when “The Hart-
mann Report” consisted of a 
lengthy description of demo-
cratic socialism in the Scandina-
vian countries and increasingly 
in the rest of Europe. (I recom-

mend Thom Hartmann’s “daily rant” 
on Substack.com.) The headline was 
“Why America Can’t Have ‘Nice 
Things’,” and the subhead was “So, if 
the majority of Americans want Scan-
dinavian/European healthcare, schools, 
unions, wages and taxes-on-the-rich, 
why don’t we have these things?” 

It goes back to how easily Ameri-
cans are manipulated by those (primar-
ily the wealthy) who don’t want us to 
have what Swedes and other Scandina-
vians have because it will mean they 
will pay substantially higher income 
taxes.  

Income taxes are far more progres-
sive in those countries than they are 

here, but the result is a universally 
higher standard of living — and zero 
bankruptcies due to medical debt, 
which is experienced by over a million 
American families every year. The 
result is also zero stress about being 
“one paycheck away from homeless-
ness,” which describes the situation for 
far too many Americans. 

I’ll post Hartmann’s Monday “rant” 
about Sweden (which contains many 
links to supporting information) in my 
posting of this column on my personal 
blog, www.JimSmithBlog.com. It’s a 
real wake-up call which you’ll want to 
share with others. We don’t need to 
have so much inequity and suffering 
in America.  

What follows are three of the para-
graphs from Hartmann’s Monday dis-
patch. The underlined words are links 
which you’ll be able to click on when 
you read the article on my blog: 

“Nobody who has the ability and 
wants to go to college or trade school 
is turned down and, outside of a few 
private universities, education is not 
just free or very cheap in most all of 
Europe but many countries pay a sub-
sidy or monthly stipend to students to 

cover the cost of rent, food and books.  
“Swedes and the residents of most 

of the rest of Europe have voted for 
democratic socialism because their 
political system is largely open, voting 
is not restricted, and wealthy interests 
find it much harder to corrupt politi-
cians than here in the US.  

“As the Nordic Council of Minis-
ters notes on their website about, for 
example, Sweden: ‘Everyone who is 
entitled to vote and who is registered 
in the Population Register in Sweden 
is automatically included on the elec-
toral roll (röstlängden) and receives a 
voter card by post’.”  

It is truly disheartening that so many 
Americans have succumbed to disin-
formation by Donald Trump and his 
enablers that Joe Biden and Kamala 
Harris have a “radical socialist agen-
da.” Come on, America, wake up! You 
are being duped by interests who don’t 
want you to enjoy “the good life,” be-
cause it will cost them money. 

Trumpers’ Hatred of ‘Democratic Socialism’ Only Betrays Their Ignorance 

  This column is costing me $900 to 
publish each week. Please consider 
donating to my GoFundMe campaign. 
Find it at FundTalkingTurkey.com.  
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