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I'm a Big Fan of eContracts, But Look at What Passes for a ‘Signature’

A few months ago, | wrote this

involved ever needs to print out the

column about the greatly increased document. Except for the fact that

use of electronic contracts and

most of us end up printing all these

electronic signatures. |
myself have adopted
“eContracts” as my
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documents for our file
folders, such technolo-
gy has brought us quite

primary software for
creating real estate
contracts.

Let's say that | need
to amend a date on a
contract to buy and sell
real estate. Using CTM
eContracts, the official

contract software of the | By JIM SMITH,
Realtor®

Colorado Association of

close to the elusive
“paperless transaction.”
| have just one gripe
about it, and that is the
recent introduction of
using “fonts” to sign
one’s signature. To
demonstrate what I'm
talking about, | created
a simulated document

Realtors, | can create that amend-
ment in about one minute and, in
another minute send it to my client
and to the agent for the other par-
ty. If the other agent forwards it
immediately to his/her client, and
clients on both sides of the trans-
action are at their computers, | can
(and often do) have that document
legally executed by all parties in
less than five minutes.

It's a very eco-friendly technolo-
gy, because none of the parties

which my wife, Rita, and | have
signed electronically. | signed it by
using my mouse, and she signed it
by selecting a font (or typeface)
and then clicking “Save.”

Here’s what my mouse signature
looks
And here is what Rita’s font signa-
ture looks
ike: Kita A4 Smitk

But Rita wasn't here. | signed it
for her by selecting a type font. |
didn’t even have to type her name.
Anyone could have done that, and
it would have looked the same.
Knowing this, it would be hard to
defend such a signature in court.

The Colorado statute governing
electronic signatures says that the
signature must be “unique” and
capable of “verification,” and that it
is under the “sole control” of the
signer. Itis hard to believe that
using fonts for signatures meets
any of those requirements.

Huge Community Garage Sale,
This Saturday 8 a.m. to Noon!
West of Highway 93 in the City of Golden

Over 30 Homes Participating!
View a Map of Participating Homes and What
They're Selling at wvw.GoldenGarageSale.com.
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This Week’s Featured New Listing

High-End Golden Half-Duplex at a Great Price

This  3-bed-

room, 2.5-bath L
home is located

at 675 Kilmer

Street, conven-

ient to NREL,

Golden, Colora-

do Mills, and

highways  that

can take you to
Boulder, Denver 8
and the moun- & o

tains. Built in 2007, It features slab granite countertops, tiled floors, a
master bathroom with a 6-foot jetted tub, fantastic landscaping front and
back, no restrictive covenants, and a heated (and insulated) garage.
Like me, you'll be impressed. I'm holding it open this Saturday, 1-4 pm.
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