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It's well known that the vast ma-
jority of buyers begin their home
search on the Internet, but neither

they nor sellers make
what | consider ade-
quate use of the Inter-
net. Indeed, no one
even counts how many
sellers begin their pro-
cess on the Internet.
Let's admit it — most
of us are babes in the
woods when it comes
to making full use of
the Internet. For exam-
ple, do you still look for
a phone book when you

need a telephone number? Or for
a dictionary when you need to

spell or define a word?

When | find a phone book on my
doorstep, | put it right in the recy-
cling bin. And | don't even know
where | put my old dictionaries.

It's just so much easier to Google
“Home Depot Arvada” or “define
caveat.” And when | get an email
like I did yesterday telling me that |
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can summon police to any ATM
machine by entering my PIN back-
wards, | Google to see if it's a hoax

—and it usually is.
Why can't other peo-
ple do that simple
search before for-
warding these hoaxes
to their entire address
book?

But | digress...

In numerous previ-
ous columns (includ-
ing on Feb. 26) | have
urged prospective
sellers to look on real-
tor.com for homes in

their ZIP code and price range to
find good listing agents — or to

see how the agent they just inter-

viewed markets his or her current
listings. Yet, when | suggest that in
a listing presentation, sellers will
say, “Oh, I hadn’t thought of that.”

| also wish every current seller
would try to find his own house on
realtor.com and Google his own
address — but few do that, either.
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Buyers & Sellers Would Both Benefit From Making Greater Use of Google

Homeowners would benefit from
Googling the names of prospective
home repair vendors, too. There's
no quicker way to find the reputa-
tion, if any, of a vendor, because
Google will, in less than a second,
produce links for news reports,
blogs, and you-name-it about any
name you give it.

(Let me reiterate here a sugges-
tion I've made before about ven-
dors, and that is to ask me or an-
other Realtor you trust for a refer-
ral, because, unless we're new in
the business, we have used every
type of vendor you can imagine,
and we're only going to recom-
mend someone who will reflect
well on us. And then still Google
any vendor name we give you!)

A caveat: In a previous column |
wrote about an unnamed agent |
had never heard of who falsely
claimed he had been Lakewood's
top listing agent for 10 years. You
can't verify or disprove that using
Google. For that you need access
to the MLS that only agents have.

This Week’s Featured New Listing:

Affordable Ranch in Mountain Ridge

As you already know if you $400,000
saw my columns of Jan. 8 and

Feb. 19, the Village at Mountain
Ridge enjoyed 9.7% appreciation
in 2008 on top of 17% apprecia-
tion in 2007. So, the offering of a
ranch-style home in VMR for only [
$400,000 is something to cele-
brate — and to check out before
it's gone. At press time, this home is not yet on the MLS, but it will be
shortly, and you'll love such features as its great landscaping, new hard-
wood flooring, and its finished walk-out basement with a 26'x28’ family
room. There are 2 bedrooms on each level, 4 bathrooms, a main-floor
study, 2 fireplaces, and 3,208 finished square feet. The original deck in
back has been completely rebuilt in pressure treated & synthetic lumber.
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Click here for a flyer displaying a dozen current Golden Real Estate listings.



http://www.JimSmithColumns.com
http://www.225CanyonPoint.com
mailto:Jim@GoldenRealEstate.com
http://www.GoldenRealEstate.com
http://www.ecentral.com/members/jimsmith/FeaturedListings.pdf

