
 I have written before about an 
important petition drive that is under-
way to put a measure on the Novem-
ber ballot increasing the 
size of the Jefferson 
County Board of Commis-
sioners from three to five.  
 Let me give you a 
sense of why you should 
care about this structural 
change and why you 
should sign the petition to 
let the voters decide. 
 None of the three 
County Commissioners 
needs to concern him or 
herself with your local issues, be-
cause you are one of 545,000 con-
stituents.  Yes, each commissioner 
theoretically represents one-third of 
the county, but the entire county 
votes for all three commissioners.  
That is the same way our School 
Board members are elected.  They 
have five members, each represent-
ing one-fifth of the county, but all five 
are elected “at large” by the entire 

county.  That is what made it possi-
ble for a block of three ideologically 
identical members to be elected at 

once, because they had 
the same constituency.  
    Imagine if our seven-
member  Colorado con-
gressional delegation 
was elected statewide 
instead of by the one-
seventh of the state they 
represent.  How much 
do you think your con-
gressman would need to 
care about your issues?  
That’s the situation we 

have with our Board of County Com-
missioners (BCC). 
 But it’s worse than that. Since 
there are only three commissioners, 
two of them constitute a quorum, and 
under Colorado’s “open meeting 
law,” a quorum of any elected body 
may not meet or discuss any issue 
with each other except in a meeting 
open to the public and announced in 
advance!  Only by enlarging the BCC 

to five members can we make it legal 
for them to talk with each other! 
 Under our state constitution, any 
county that attains a population of 
75,000 or more may increase the 
size of its board of county commis-
sioners from three to five.  Jefferson 
County is the only large county in the 
state which has not taken that step, 
which can only be done by a vote of 
the electorate. 
 The Jeffco5 Grassroots commit-
tee, of which I’m a member, has 
been circulating a petition since Jan-
uary to get a measure on the ballot 
to (1) increase the BCC from three to 
five members and (2) elect them by 
district instead of at large. 
 That petition drive ends on June 
30th, so it is crucial that 18,000 eligi-
ble voters have signed that petition 
by the end of this month.  
 If you have not yet signed this 
petition, which merely puts the ques-
tion on the ballot so that voters can 
decide, then come to any of the fol-
lowing Jeffco Public Library branch-

es this Saturday and do so.  Those 
branches are: Belmar, Columbine, 
Evergreen, Golden, Lakewood and 
Standley Lake.  Our volunteers will 
be at tables in front of each of those 
branches to witness your signature. 
Tell your friends and bring them with 
you. This is important! 
 You can also come by our office 
on South Golden Road and sign the 
petition. 
 

Realtor Association Releases 
Latest Survey of Its Members 
 

 The National Association of Real-
tors surveys its members each year. 
Here are the latest findings. 
 Our median income was $47,700 
in 2013, up from $34,900 in 2011.  
 Only 3% of Realtors are under 30; 
24% are 65 or older.  
 Nine percent of Realtors have one 
year or less experience, up from 5%. 
 53% of all brokers are women; 
62% of sales agents are women. 
 I’ll post a link for NAR’s press re-
lease at www.JimSmithBlog.com.  
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Realtor® 

Located on a 1/4-acre lot in Sixth Avenue West, 
this 1972 home at 481 Ellis Way is not only a 
short walk from the area’s most coveted elemen-
tary school, it is 1/2-block from one of the nicest 
neighborhood parks (below).  
 That park is unlike any other I know, because it 
has no streets bordering it. There are three cul-de
-sacs which touch it, and another walkway be-
tween two homes, but the park is surrounded by 
homes, so quite literally, no one can drive past 
this park or even know it exists unless you drive 
into one of those cul-de-sacs. It recently had 

all new playground equipment installed, too. 
 Also a short walk away is the Red Rocks 
Community College stop on the light rail line. 
 There’s lots to love about this home. For 
starters, it has an oversized 2-car garage. In 
the picture you can see that there is a large 
area to the left of the garage door. That has 
been walled off into a separate workshop.  
The driveway is extra wide, as you can see, and 
you could park an RV there or through the double-
wide gate next to the house. 
 Because the home is on a curve in the road, the 

lot is pie-shaped, making the backyard extra 
large. At www.6thAveWestHome.com you will 
soon be able to take a narrated video tour. Show-
ings are expected to begin next week, not now. 

Follow us on Facebook at 
www.Facebook.com/GoldenRealEstate1 

Walk to Kyffin Elementary from this Excellent Tri-Level Home $395,000 
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