
Until Sundance comes to Boulder next 
year, you can enjoy Colorado’s dedicated 
environment film festival in Golden Feb. 
20-22 at the Green Center on the campus 
of the Colorado School of Mines. 
I am honored to have been a spon-
sor of this film festival since its 
beginning 20 years ago.  

This year, CEFF spotlights 
women climate leaders who are 
driving real-world solutions to the 
environmental crisis. Women of 
Carbon, a 58-minute documen-
tary which showcases an all-
female team leading carbon solu-
tions in construction, is the fea-
tured film on opening night, Fri-
day, Feb. 20, at 7 p.m.  It is followed by a 
conversation with Dr. Mija Hubler, a lead-
ing female film star and Associate Profes-
sor at CU Boulder. 

The festival concludes with the 3:30 
p.m. screening on Sunday, Feb. 22, of 
Global Warming, a 75-minute documen-
tary that examines an extraordinary jour-
ney across the planet showing how climate 
change is affecting our world, what it will 
really mean for us and what we can do 
about it, with a special appearance by 
Mike Nelson, former Channel 7 meteorol-
ogist and longtime climate educator. 

Tickets are available for single screen-
ings (which typically include more than 
one film in the same category) for $15. 
Saturday and Sunday passes are available 

for $60, and an all-access pass is $99. Buy 
at http://ceff2026.eventive.org/passes/buy. 

For streaming the following week, the 
films are grouped into different “collec-

tions,” and a single $15 ticket 
accesses an entire collection. 
Those collections include Agri-
culture; Green Building; Energy; 
Human-Nature Connection; Pro-
tecting Our Land; Reclaiming the 
Land; Real Women, Real Impact; 
Rivers; and two collections about 
Wildlife.  There are three collec-
tions combining a feature film 
with several shorts, plus a 
“variety pack.” 
     There are a total of 53 films, 

13 of which have ties to Colorado, either 
by topic or the filmmaker. Another 13 
films are from or about other countries, 
and you will get to see five world premi-
eres. What makes it a true festival is the 
opportunity to attend discussions after 
several of the screenings with the 
filmmaker and others. 

There are three theaters within the 
Green Center (924 16th Street) for the 
screenings, and you can find the schedule 
at http://ceff2026.eventive.org/schedule. 

The lobby of the Green Center is the 
site of an Eco-Expo, where you can con-
nect with multiple environmentally friend-
ly businesses and organizations. Look for 
my booth, which I’ll be manning during 
those intermissions between screenings. 

Here are some of the films and shorts 
that caught my attention and which I’ll try 
to catch, either live next weekend or while 
they’re available by streaming the follow-
ing week. 

Citizen Ruth: environmental warrior, 
about 96-year-old Ruth Wright of Boul-
der. (69 min.) Both Ruth and filmmaker 
Pam Hoge will participate in a conversa-
tion following the screening. 

From Sea to Shining Sea: Katherine 
Lee Bates and the Story of ‘America the 
Beautiful.’ (38 min.) Producer will attend. 

The Human Side of Plastic (19 min.) 
about microplastics and lobstering in 
Maine, starring researcher Abby Barrows. 

Journey Beyond the Grid: The Hawaii 
Off-Grid Story (14 min.) about recovery 
following the Lahaina wildfire disaster. 

Regenerative Ag in the Northern Great 
Plains (7 min.) which is set in eastern 
Montana. 
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Our brokerage is registered with CEN-
TURY 21’s RealVitalize program, which 
provides home sellers with home im-
provement resources during the listing 
period, with no upfront costs or interest 
fees. There may be repairs to your home 
which would help it show better and sell 
for more money, but there may also be 
hidden defects that arise from the buyer’s 
inspection. This program makes it possi-
ble for a seller who is short on cash to fix 
serious problems with their house without 
taking out a Home Equity Line of Credit 
or other loan to pay for them. 

The program is affiliated with Angi, 
which I appreciate, because Angi works 
with all categories of home repair vendors 
— roofers, plumbers, electricians, handy-
men, etc. — and then surveys every cus-
tomer after repairs are completed to make 
sure they were satisfied. This helps to as-
sure that the vendors who fix your home’s 
problems will satisfy you, too. For Angi 
vendors, you’re not a one-and-done. If 
you give them a bad review, they may not 
get more jobs from Angi. 

From the program’s FAQs: Angi 
offers the nation’s largest network of pre-

screened, homeowner-rated home service 
professionals. They connect sellers with 
top-rated local pros to ensure they are 
getting the best service provider to get the 
job done right. 

All residential property types qualify 
for the RealVitalize program as long as 
they have a listing agreement with CEN-
TURY 21 Golden Real Estate or another 
CENTURY 21 office. The program is not 
available for undeveloped land or any 
property that is in pre-foreclosure or fore-
closure, forbearance, bank-owned, short 
sale or where the seller is in bankruptcy. 

The program is also not available for 
homes with reverse mortgages on them. 

There is no program fee for the seller or 
the agent to utilize the RealVitalize pro-
gram. The seller pays back only the pro-
ject cost from the settlement funds at clos-
ing, with no enrollment fees, interest 
charges or markups. 

There is no minimum or maximum 
listing price, but the seller must be under a 
signed listing agreement with us or anoth-
er participating brokerage, even though 
the listing may be withheld from the MLS 
until repairs are completed. 
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These ‘Evergreen’ Columns May Interest You: 
You can access these columns by clicking on their dates at www.JimSmithColumns.com 

Dec. 13, 2025 — Many Sellers Are Being Conned Into the ‘Advantages’ of Private Listing Networks 
Sept. 27, 2025 — What I Learned From This Year’s Green Homes Tour 
Sept. 20, 2025 — Reverse Mortgages Aren’t for Everyone. What Are the Advantages & Drawbacks? 
July 26, 2025 — Many Coloradans Can Defer Payment of Property Taxes at Interest Rate Under 5% 
June 28, 2025 — With Temperatures Rising, Homeowners Without A/C Ask the Best Way to Add It 
Feb. 20, 2025 — We Have a Tool to Help You Find the ‘Perfect’ Home That’s Not on the MLS 
Jan. 23, 2025 — Expect a Lot of Talk About Making Homes Wildfire-Resistant.  
Dec. 26, 2024 — As Pro-Tenant Laws Expand, Some Small Landlords Are Considering Cashing Out 
Nov. 14, 2024 — We Learned Firsthand Last Month About Vacant Land Scams 
Nov. 7, 2024 — We Need to Take Seriously the Pollutants Emitted When Cooking With Gas 
Oct. 31, 2024 — Cooperative Living Presents an Attractive Alternative for Downsizing Seniors 
Oct. 17, 2024 — Almost No Buyers Are Compensating Agents as a Result of the NAR Settlement 
Sept. 19, 2024 — Inspection & Dealing With Inspection Issues Is Crucial to the Homebuying Process 
Sept. 5, 2024 — What Knowledge and Skills Should You Expect Your Real Estate Agent to Have? 
Aug. 8, 2024 — Seniors Over 70 Might Consider Downsizing Into a Rental, Not a Smaller Home 
June 6, 2024 — Here Are Some Simple Steps to Take to Avoid Unpleasant Surprises After Closing 
May 23, 2024 — Model Home Tour Was Uninspiring.  Where’s the Innovation and Sustainability? 
May 2, 2024 — Want to Break Away From Common Exterior Products? Check Out These Products 
Mar. 21, 2024 — What’s Behind the Buzz About ‘Indoor Air Quality’ & ‘Sick Building Syndrome’? 
Feb. 29, 2024 — When Realtors Violate Code of Ethics, Clients Often Suffer. Here Are Examples. 
Feb. 22, 2024 — Most Sellers Don’t Know How to Interview a Listing Agent. Here’s Some Help. 
Nov. 2, 2023 — If a Low-Interest Mortgage Keeps You From Selling, Consider What Rita and I Did 
Oct. 19, 2023 — Electronic Signatures Are Now Common in Real Estate — At Least Until Closing 
Sept. 21, 2023 — Your Home Just Went Under Contract With a Buyer. Now What Happens? 
Sept. 7, 2023 — Geothermal Energy, the Big Sister of Geothermal Heating, Is Coming Along 
Aug. 10, 2023 — What Are Some Common Mistakes That Homeowners Make When Selling? 


