
The typical American home is 
powered electrically but heated by 
natural gas, propane or 
other fossil fuels. You and 
I can generate our own 
electricity with solar pan-
els, but there’s no way for 
us to generate natural gas 
or other fossil fuel energy, 
so the transition to a “net 
zero energy” lifestyle ne-
cessitates turning away 
from fossil fuels and going 
all-electric. 

Fortunately, technology 
has advanced — just in the 
last decade — to the point 
where going all-electric is totally 
practical, affordable, and a way you 
and I can mitigate climate change 

At Golden Real Estate, our office 
was heated with natural gas until 
November 2017, when we installed 
a heat pump “mini-split” system 
and had our natural gas meter re-
moved. With 20 kilowatts of solar 
photovoltaic panels, we were able 
to eliminate our natural gas bill but 
not increase our electric bill. We 

continue to pay just $11 per month 
to be connected to the electric grid 

(which functions as our 
“battery” thanks to net me-
tering), but we are generat-
ing all the electricity need-
ed to power, heat and cool 
our office building. We 
even have enough electrici-
ty from the solar panels to 
power our four electric cars 
without buying any net 
electricity from Xcel Ener-
gy. We hope other busi-
nesses will follow our lead. 
    Making the switch to all-
electric at home is still in 

our future, because — like you, I 
suspect — we prefer gas cooking, 
gas grilling, and having a gas fire-
place. 

If, however, we can get beyond 
those preferences, it is possible now 
to heat our home and domestic hot 
water using heat pump appliances, 
and to cook our food with electric 
or induction cooktops and ovens.  
Electric grilling is also available, 
although not as attractive from a 

taste standpoint to most of us. 
All-electric homes was the sub-

ject of a talk by architect Peter Ew-
ers at last week’s meeting of the 
Colorado Renewable Energy Socie-
ty’s Jeffco chapter.  You can view 
an archived video of Peter’s talk at 

www.cres-energy.org/video.  
Once we have removed gas ser-

vice from our homes (and gas cars 
from our garages), we will have 
also eliminated the risks of explo-
sion and carbon monoxide poison-
ing, too.  Wouldn’t that be great? 
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    This Tudor-style home at 3415 Quail St. 
is unlike any we have listed before.  It has its 
own electric remote-controlled gate to its 
driveway and has a beautifully landscaped 
0.4-acre lot. There are four bedrooms 
upstairs, including a master suite with its 
own deck with a partial mountain view past 
a mature pine tree. There is an expansive 

flagstone patio with stucco privacy walls to the left and right outside an 
enclosed sunroom. Built in 1977, it has 2,502 above-ground square feet 
plus a full basement which is 50% finished. It’s located on a quiet cul-de-
sac with only the playing field of an elementary school across the street. 
Located half-way between I-70 and Kipling Street, just north of 32nd 
Avenue, it is convenient both to downtown Denver and the mountains. 
Take a video tour at www.WheatRidgeHome.info. Call me for a showing. 
    You’ll love this rare ranch-style home at 
9379 S. Jellison Way in Trailmark! The 
gourmet kitchen features slab granite coun-
tertops, stainless steel appliances and hard-
wood flooring that extends throughout the 
main level except for the carpeted bedrooms 
and tiled bathrooms and laundry room. The 
backyard features a pergola and stamped 
concrete which extends around both sides of the house. The master bath 
features a walk-in shower, slab granite double vanity, and a porcelain tile 
floor. In the basement is a 4th bedroom with an ensuite bathroom and laun-
dry hook-ups, plus a second family room with a kitchenette, making it suit-
able for a mother-in-law apartment. View a narrated walk-through plus 
drone video at www.TrailmarkHome.info describing in detail the features 
of this home, then call your agent or me at 303-525-1851 for a private 
showing!  I’ll be holding it open this Sunday, Sept. 1st, 11am to 2pm.  

    This luxurious mountain retreat at 26202 
Golden Gate Canyon Road is located just 
west of Golden! Featuring a gourmet kitch-
en, open floor plan, stone fireplaces, mod-
ern lighting, workshop and amazing views, 
this home is a must see.  The property fea-
tures a shooting range (could also be a pas-
ture for horses), a 10,000-gallon cistern, 
multiple outbuildings and an additional 

building site. Words cannot describe this wonderful 11.84-acre property 
listed by Kristi Brunel, who can be reached for a showing at 303-525-
2520. Visit www.FoothillsHome.info for a narrated video and aerial tour. 

Price Reductions on 3 Golden Real Estate Listings 

$675,000 

$625,000 

$974,000 

We all know that a vehicle is 
“totaled” when the cost of repair is 
higher than its value after making 
the repair.  

With electric cars such as Rita’s 
and my Teslas, the math changes 
rather dramatically. Except for col-
lision damage (which is less likely 
because of the cars’ advanced driver 
assistance features), it’s hard to 
imagine a repair that would not be 
worth making.  

The typical car with an internal 
combustion engine is often totaled 
because a new engine or transmis-
sion, like many other drive-train 
related repairs, can easily cost more 
than the resale value of the car. Not 
so with an all-electric car such as 
our Teslas. 

Only 3% of the metal in a Tesla 
is steel — the body and frame are 
aluminum — so rust is not an issue.  
The two electric motors, which are 
not prone to failure anyway, could 
be replaced in 15 minutes. There is 
no transmission, timing belt, fuel 
pump, exhaust system, etc. In fact 
there are reportedly fewer than 50 
moving parts in the entire car.   

The battery, which barely de-
grades at all, can also be replaced in 
minutes, not hours, and, like the two 

motors, is warranted for eight years, 
unlimited miles. For me that equates 
to a 250,000-mile drive-train war-
ranty. If, say, the battery needs re-
placing 10 years from now, the cost 
will probably be $5,000 or less by 
then — well worth the expense.  

As you probably know, the oper-
ating system of the car is regularly 
updated by Tesla “over the air” for 
free. Our two cars have many fea-
tures and functions that they didn’t 
have when they were built years ago 
and will have even more features in 
2047, when I turn 100.  

So, whereas one can speculate on 
the useful life of a traditional gas-
powered car with a steel body, you 
really can’t speculate on the life 
expectancy of an all-electric car. 

If you buy a Tesla, you may want 
to put it in your will, because it may 
outlive you. 

Would you like to 
learn more about elec-
tric cars? On Sat., 
Sept. 14, from 10 am 
to 3pm, we’re hosting 
an EV round-up in our 
South Golden Road 
parking lot. More info 
at www.DriveElectric 
Week.info.   

I Think I May Have Purchased My Last Car 

 

Subscribe to our blog at www.GoldenREblog.com 
and get this column and listings before publication. 
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