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Here’s My Take on Radon Gas in Your Home, Its Risks, and Its Mitigation

During the current legislative
session the risks of radon gas in
our homes and what to do about it

was raised when two
state legislators put
forth a bill — killed in a
House committee — to
require sellers to test
for radon before putting
their homes on the
market and to provide
those test results to
prospective buyers.
The bill's sponsor
described radon as “a
radioactive gas that kills

hundreds of Coloradans each year
due to lung cancer.” | have seen
no studies, however, that provide
reasonable documentation of this
claim. With so many other contrib-
uting factors to lung cancer, how
do you prove that someone got
lung cancer specifically because of
exposure to radon in their home?
Regardless of the validity of the
danger, requiring sellers to provide
test results would only endanger
Coloradans further, which is why |
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testified against it. The bill would
have allowed sellers to buy a $10
radon kit, place it anywhere in their

home and mail it into a
lab for analysis, then
provide the report to
prospective buyers as
an indicator of the ra-
don level in their home.
Radon is a naturally
occurring gas that
seeps out of the ground
virtually everywhere.
As such, we are ex-
posed to it in highly
dispersed form every

day when we are outdoors. The
danger comes when it seeps from
the ground into your home, where
it is contained instead of being
dispersed into the atmosphere. If
the level is high enough, it could
certainly pose a health risk, espe-
cially to children who sleep in or
spend significant time in that area.
A proper test for radon is done
with an electronic device, placed
by a professional in the lowest
living area of a home, which sam-
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